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As the settlers hunted, fished and gradually turned the Big Woods into 
lumber, frictions built up between the settlers and the Sioux Indians 
who still lived there. In 1860 armed settlers and trappers drove the 
Sioux from their village near the Rockford townsite. The settlers claimed 
that the Indians were killing too many deer. 

Conflicts between Indians and white men, such as the Rockford incident, 
led to and probably caused the infamous Sioux Uprising of 1862. The city 
of Acton, in Meeker County is said to be the site where the Sioux Uprising 
started. On August 17, 1862, four young Sioux fired at some farmers with 
whom they were target practicing, and killed five of them. The next day, 
Chief Little Crow declared war on the white settlers. Ten days later, a 
band of Sioux attacked the village of Mannanah and four settlers were 
killed. 

On September 2, 1862, the settlers around Forest City heard that a company 
of soldiers had been defeated by Sioux warriors about 20 miles south of 
Forest City. In a feverish effort, they erected a stockade within a 24-hour 
period. The Sioux attacked Forest City the next day but were thwarted by 
the stockade and forty armed settlers. After two hours they gave up their 
attack. 

During the Sioux war many settlers left the Crow River area for the safety 
of Monticello, Dayton and Fort Snelling, although many remained to defend 
their homes and farms . 
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Many of these early townsites along the river were settled by various 
ethnic groups. The first settlers along the North Fork of the Crow 
River were Scandinavians and Germans. In some of the communities this 
distinct ethnic influence still exists. 

The names of towns and townships along the North Fork of the Crow River 
often reflect the history or geography associated with the area. The 
Crow River received its name from an Ojibway Indian word, which means 
"the marauder of newly planted corn. 11 

Harvey Township-- This township was settled in the spring of 1~56, organized 
in 1867 and named for James Harvey, who took a homestead claim here in 1860. 

Manannah-- An early village was platted and given its Scottish name by Ziba 
Caswell and J.W. Walker in December 1856. Manannah Township received its 
name from the town, and was organized in October of 1857. 

Forest City-- This was the first settlement in Meeker County. Forest City 
was first settled in 1855 and platted in 1857. The name of Forest City came 
from the town's location at the edge of the Big Woods. It was the county 
seat until 1869. Forest City Township was organized in Apri 1 of 1858, 
receiving its name from the village. 

Union Grove Township-- The first settler arrived here in 1856. The township 
was organized in early 1866. This township was named for the grove where 
a union church had been built. The name was proposed by Lyman All en, one 
of the pioneer farmers, who came from Massachusetts in 1856 and returned 
there in 1860. 

Kingston-- This village was settled in 1856 and platted in 1857. Kingston 
Township took its name from its village. George A. Nourse, a lawyer from 
St. Anthony, named the town. The first mill in Meeker County was built at 
Kingston in 1857. 

Sources: 

(1) Archaeology Department, University of Minnesota 
(2) Minnesota Historical Society, Archaeology Section, Fort Snelling 
(3) Folwell, William Watts, A History of Minnesota - Volume II -

Minnesota Historical Society - St. Paul, 1961. 
(4) Upham, Warren, Minnesota Geographic Names, Minnesota Historical 

Society, 1969. 
(5) Meeker County History, Minnesota Historical Society 

Land Use 

Most of the land in the study area is cultivated or used for pasture. ·Ma
jor crops include corn, soybeans, alfalfa, oats, hay and wheat. Dairy and 
beef cattle are the most common domestic animals.More than a quarter of the 
river's corridor is forested because the floodplain is unsuitable for culti
vation. 
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Marshland is poor for crops or pasture, but provides valuable habitat for 
wildlife. The greatest stretches of marshland are found immediately down
stream of Lake Koronis. Marshes cover more than three percent of the pro
posed management area. 

Township, county and state highways cross the Crow River at 15 places in 
the study area. 

Source: 

(1) Minnesota Land Management Information System, University of 
Mi.nnesota 

Population·characteristics 

The total population of Meeker County was 18,810 in 1970 and was estimated 
at 19,600 in 1975. It ts projected to be at least 21,400 by the year 2000 . 
The population of Meeker County has increased by four percent in the past 
five years; an 8.5 percent increase is predicted in the next 25 years. 

Meeker County is rural in character. Farming is cons'idered the primary 
rural occupati.on: 25.4 percent of all employed people over 16 years of 
age are involved in farm-related occupations in the county and agriculture 
is i.ts largest industry. Wholesale and retail trade industries are a close 
second. 

Kingston, population 115, is the only incorporated city in the study area. 
The largest city near the study area is Litchfield, the Meeker County Seat . 
Litchfield, located about four miles south of the study area, had 5,262 
residents in 1970 . 

The five townships in the study area are declining in population, possibly 
because small farms have consolidated and farm operations are becoming more 
mechanized. Many people may be moving to larger cities because of greater 
job opportunities there. 

Sources: 

(1) Minnesota Socio - Economic Characteristics, Volumes 1,2 and 3: 
Minnesota Analysis and Planning System, Ag. Extension Service, 
University of Minnesota, St. Paul, Minnesota 55101 . 

(2) U.S. Census Bureau: Summary of 1970 Census for Minnesota. 

(3) Reinhardt, Hazel, St. Paul Pioneer Press, Article by Bruce R. 
Nelson, June 8, 1975. 
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Water Use 

During the late 1800s and early 1900s, the North Fork of the Crow River 
was used extensively for milling. With the advent of better transportation, 
these local grain milling operations became unnecessary. Today these mill
sites are only of historical significance. 

The Crow River is no longer used for transportation, industry, irrigation 
or other commercial purposes. It is used for livestock watering and to 
some extent for sewage disposal and drainage. 

But the primary use of the North Fork of the Crow River and its adjacent 
lands is for recreation. Canoeing probably is the most popular activity 
although there is some fishing, swimming, picnicking, camping and snow
mobiling. The extent the river is used for recreation is impossible to 
determine without an extensive survey. 

RECREATIONAL FEATURES 

Existing Public Lands 

Public lands are identified on the Site Analysis Maps and Land Management 
Maps. There are only two large blocks of public land in the study area, 
a 10-acre county park at Forest City and a 22-acre county park near King
ston. Both parks are administered by the Meeker County Park Board. The 
county plans to acquire additional land downstream of the Lake Koronis 
spillway. 

The state or federal government owns no substantial lands in the study 
area. This means that aside from public road right-of-ways, there are 
only 32 acres of land available for public recreational use in the pro
posed management area. 

Existina Public Facilities 

Meeker County owns and administers four tracts of land located near or on 
the river, either as parks or sites which are scheduled for development. 

Lake Koronis Park, on the western shore of Lake Koronis, is not located 
within the study area. However, it is significant because of its size 
(62 acres), its proximity and good facilities. This is a regional park 
built cooperatively by Meeker and Stearns Counties. It features 2,000 
feet of lake shore. Facilities include picnic shelters, a theater build
ing, bath houses, softball diamond, toilets, lookout tower, swimming beach 
and a modern campground with electrical hookups. 
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Lake Koronis access (not yet officially named), on the southern end of 
Lake Koronis, lies at the beginning of the study area. This highway right
of-way land is presently undeveloped. Land acquisition is planned on the 
downstream side of the access to allow for recreational development. 

Forest City Shaw Memorial Park, located in Forest City, is a 10-acre park 
covered with large oak trees. Facilities include a picnic area with three 
shelters, toilets, historic cabin, ball diamond, asphalt basketball and 
volleyball courts, horseshoe court and playground . 

Kingston Finnish Memorial Park, located just west of Kingston, is under 
development by the county. Facilities will include a river access, picnic 
area and a canoe campsite . 

There are no developed public access points along the study area. Access 
is avallable though undeveloped, at Lake Koronis spillway, Kingston Finnish 
Memorial Park, and Forest Ci.ty Shaw Memorial Park. 

Fifteen roads cross the Crow along this 40.8-mile course. Some of these 
crossings are used as access points. Many problems exist with the use of 
these existing bridges as access points. It is often difficult to tell 
where the highway right-of-way ends and private land begins. Therefore, 
river users may be trespassing while attempting access. These bridge ac
cesses can also pose some traffic hazards if users park near the road bed. 
Other factors such as bank steepness and increased current speed under the 
bridges make some of these areas less than ideal access points . 

Source:(!) Meeker County Park Board, K. Russel Bjorhus, County Extension 
Agent . 
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RELATED PROJECTS 

Water Safety Act 

The Water Safety Act (Minn. Stats., Section 361. 26) as amended, and another 
law (Minn. Stats., Section 378.32), convey water surface zoning authority 
to the Commissi.oner of Natural Resources and local units of government, 
respectively. Water surface use controls may regulate the type and size of 
watercraft allowed on particular water bodies, the type and horsepower of 
motors used on watercraft, times and areas in which watercraft may operate, 
and speeds at which watercraft may operate. Such controls are intended to 
resolve conflicts between various types of users, promote safety for persons 
and property, and protect the physical resource for future generations. The 
Commissioner has the authority to control water surface use under the Wild, 
Scenic and Recreational Rivers System Regulations. 

Floodplain Management Act 

The Floodplain Management Act of 1969 is legislation that will have an 
effect on the management of lands adjacent to the Crow River . 

Regulations under this Act are designed to restrict uses which are danger
ous to health, safety or property i.n time of flooding or which cause in
creases in flood heights and velocities; and require that uses vulnerable 
to flooding, including public facilities which serve such uses, be pro
tected against flood damage at the time of initial construction. At the 
present time, state approved fl oodp 1 ai n management rules and regulations 
have not been applied to the North Fork of the Crow River within Meeker 
County. Affected counties and municipalities will be required to adopt 
floodplain ordinances meeting state approval as more data becomes avail
able through the National Flood Insurance Program. Recent federal legisla
tion, the Flood Disaster Protection Act of 1973 (P.L. 93-234), should expe
dite the adoption of land use controls in these counties because such con
trols are a requirement of the National Flood Insurance Program . 

Shoreland Management Act 

The Shoreland Management Act of 1969 required all counties, except Hennepin 
and Ramsey, to adopt land use control ordinances for the unincorporated 
shorelands of public waters. The three possible shoreland classifications 
for public waters are as either Natural Environment, Recreational Develop
ment, or General Development. Land use control ordinances are provided for 
each of these three possible classifications. These minimum standards or 
land use controls regulate: (1) the type and placement of sanitary and 
waste disposal facilities; (2) the size and length of water frontage lots 
suitable for building sites; (3) the placement of structures in relation 
to shorelines and roads; (4) the alteration and preservation of the natural 
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landscape; (5) the subdivision of shoreland areas. At the present time, 
the North Fork of the Crow River is classified Natural Environment within 
Meeker County. This classification is the most restrictive of the three 
possible classifications. 

The scope of the Shoreland Management Program was expanded in 1973 (M.S.A. 
Chapter 379), to include shoreland within incorporated areas. The Munici
pal Shoreland Act provides for the establishment of minimum statewide shore
land standards and criteria for incorporated areas. Kingston, located in 
the study area, would be affected by the Municipal Shoreland Act. 

PROJECT FINANCING AND COSTS 

Existing Sources of Funding 

The following are the most common sources of funds for financing acquisi
tion, scenic easements and development of recreation areas. They are applic
able to any river within the state. 

The Land and Water Conservation Fund (LAWCON) is administered by the Bureau 
of Outdoor Recreation (BOR), Department of Interior was established in 1965 
to assist states and their political subtlivisions in providing urgently 
needed public outdoor recreation areas and facilities. 

The BOR shares 50 percent of the cost of planning, acquisition and develop~ 
ment on projects which relate to outdoor recreation. Acquisition of lesser 
interests, such as scenic easements, are eligible when such lesser rights 
will insure a desired public use of the property. Scenic easements may be 
obtained with LAWCON funds on the basis of their merit and contribution to 
outdoor recreation. 

The Soil Conservation Service of the Department of Agriculture administers 
project grants for flood prevention, sedimentation and erosion control, 
agriculture water management and outdoor recreation facilities. Resource 
Conservation and Development (R.C.&D.) grants are authorized on a long range 
comprehensive development plan within a recognized geographic area (i.e., 
a river watershed). Several different federal, state and local sponsors may 
be involved with the project and cooperate in the project's completion. 

Natural Resources funds are derived from a two-cent-per-pack tax on cigarettes 
and are appropriated during each regular session of the Minnesota Legislature. 
The intent of the funds are to finance an accelerated program of natural and 
recreational resource development. The Minnesota Resources Commission reviews 
requests for Natural Resources funds each biennium and forwards to the House 
Appropriations Committee and the Senate Finance Committee its evaluations 
and recommendations. 
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Natural Resources federal Reimbursement Account funds are accumulated from 
reimbursements and matching funds received from the federal government for 
expenditures of state appropriations. These funds are available for acqui
sition and development of state recreation or historic lands. The appro
priations made out of the federal reimbursement account must have the 
approval of the Governor after consultation with the Legislative Advisory 
Committee. They are limited to one million dollars during a biennium. 

DNR funds from the state snowmobile, cross-country skiing and bicycle grants
in-aid program are available to local units of government and snowmobile 
and bicycle clubs. The program is administered by the DNR Division of 
Parks and Recreation. Grants-in-aid funds are derived from the unrefunded 
gasoline taxes and the registration of snowmobiles. They are ava'ilable for 
land acquisition and/or lease, trail development, trail facility development 
and trail maintenance. The program provides 65 percent of the cost of the 
project with the local unit of government or trail club providing 35 percent. 

Funds may be solicited from any private sources, but only a few examples will 
be mentioned: 

state park associations 
private foundations 
corporations 
Private citizens 

trail clubs 
JCs 
community organizations 
fund raising functions 

Donations of land and interests in land, including scenic easements and 
facilities are accepted on the behalf of the Governor of the State of 
Minnesota by the DNR. They are important because they allow appropriated 
funds for acqui.sition and development to be extended. The generosity of 
private citizens is appreciated and remembered by a permanent acknowledge
ment on the site or facility. Land donations are appraised by a competent 
land appraiser and a portion of the true land value may be deducted from 
the donor's personal income tax. 

Possible Future Sources of Funding 

Although no funds have been appropriated from the revenue gathered by regis
tration of canoes, it is expected as a future source. Canoes and kayaks re~
resent an ever-growing percentage of the total watercraft registered and have 
accounted for approximately 70 percent of all new watercraft registrations 
sfnce 1972. Funds appropriated from canoe registrations could be spent for 
acquisition of land or interest in land and recreational development. Recrea
tional developments might include primitive campsites, rest areas, canoe and 
boat accesses and portages . 
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